Bastel weith the €3 Gibkaon ES-335TDC. Preoli by OFvia Taubing.

drums. who would later be replaced

by Carmine Appice. Martell hought a

63 xihson ES-335 T and a Fender

Twin amplificr. At the time, he was

influenced by successful area bands

such as the Young Rascals and the
nts.

“iThe Young Rag:alg'] zene Cor-
nish had that g double-cutaway
Gibson Barney Kessel, and a Standel
with two 155, so he had a big sownd,”
Martell pecalled. “Leslic West (of the
Wagrants) was using a Guild with the
same hody style as the Gibson 3357

The Pigrons were influenced by
the dramatic music of the Yagrants,
but devised arranpgements even more
Unigque. Following a name change to
Wanilla Fudge, the band broke out
in 67 with a reworking of the Su-
premes’ “You Keep Me Hangin® On,”
Fotusing on heavy covers, Vanilla
Fudge pionsered progressive rock
o five albums in the late "60s. Thev
headlined concerts in the T3, and
England, and Martell jammed with
Buitarists including Timi Hendrix,
He's especially fond of an invitation
froam a blues legend...

“In 1968, the night Woodstock be-
Fan, Vanilla Fudge had a gig with Joe

#Flll

Vince Martell and his Les Pawl with Vanilla Fudge in the kate 'B0%, Shawn ram lef ase Mark

Stein, Tim Bogert, and Carming Appice

Fenders, Hetried numerous distortion
devices and stompboxes, and his use
of wah on a cover of “ﬁhntgun" is
considered by many to be a definitive
example,

Following the dissolution of the
Fudge, Martell earned a degree in
History, did private guitar instrustion,
and backed Danny and the Tuniors.

“Thada chance to get away from my
egn,” he said with a chuckle.

Over the decades, incarnations of
Wanilla Fudge have formed from time
to time, but like most veteran musi-
cians, Martell, Appice, and Bogert go
at their own pace these days. Their
most recent collaboration isan album
of Led Zeppelin covers called Our

old friends and former opening act,

“I like the first track — “The Inami-
grant Song’ = very much, and "Rlack
Mountain Side” turned out nice. Rock
andd Boll™ is cool = 1 gor the chance 1o
do the vocal on that one. And [ gota
nice solo on “Dozed and Confused””

Martell used an ESF single-cut on
the album, as he endorses the brand,
“Its a beautitul goitar, with EMG
pickups,” he said. “1 alsoused areissue
'a) Las Paul.”

The most recent Yanilla Fudpe
release is the four-CDG 4 1 -track boxed
set, Box of Fudpe i Bhine Handmade),
Oreiginal studio tracks on the set have
been remastered, and it includes the
Fudge's Mew Year's Eve ‘68 concert at
the Fillmore West, in San Francisco.
The final live track was a spur-of-the-
mament idea.

“Like A Rolling Stone’ was some-
thing we just kinda threw out there,
and U'm glad we did it!™ he said.

Martell also stays busy with the
Vince Martell Bamd, and just complei-
ed anautebiography. He has also been
reunited with the Gibson ES-335TDC
that served him so well during that
decade, which will be profiled in the
Aprilissueof Vo, - Willie G, Moseley
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